Case study:

Ensuring provisions for students with disabilities

Ensuring Provisions for Prospective
Students with Disabilities

School

The College
The Michael Tippett School and College has a roll of 70 students aged between 11 and 19. Their students have
a range of complex needs, such as severe learning difficulties (SLD) or profound and multiple learning difficulties
(PMLD). Many students have severely impaired communication needs some have a range of medical needs
which require daily support.
The dynamic environment features modern hydrotherapy facilities, a sensory room, a therapeutic colour
strategy, which is appropriate to the needs of the students and an eco friendly green roof, with the striking
architecture making a bold statement.
Involving OpeMed and requesting our moving and handling expertise has enabled the college to offer a
complete package of support and care. Utilising our hoisting equipment not only provides students with a
comfortable and easy transfer process but also protects carers against risk of back strain and injury.
Introduction of Ceiling Hoists will create time efficiencies and allow the college to cater to a greater range of
needs and requirements of prospective students.
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The Installation
The OT200 Ceiling Hoist system was installed into five different spaces in an
X-Y Configuration (sometimes known as a H-System).
The system hash two parallel tracks that are fixed either side of the
room. One single track runs between, bridging the gap moving up
and down the parallel rails. The hoist when attached, traverses left
and right. This configuration allows users traverse the whole room
and works well in a dynamic changeable environment.
The spaces varied from an Activity Hall / Classroom, Sensory
room, Games room, Shower / Wet room and a Respite
Bedroom. As none of the spaces had any structural support
in the ceiling, the hoisting system needed to be supported
entirely by the walls by use of wall bracket (solid walls) or
wall post (partition walls).

Wall Bracket

Wall Post

Where the Ceiling Hoist track spans longer than 2.7m and is unsupported
by the ceiling, a strengthened track is required. In instances where the
track spans longer than 4m the track needs to be twice as strong as a normal
system. The large classroom with no ceiling support available, required two
double height tracks (180mm) running parallel with a 140mm height track for
the moving rail, ensuring the hoist and user
is properly supported.

Working With OpeMed
Turnkey provider from assessment to installation and servicing
Manufacturer’s cost saving
Short product lead times
UK-wide national coverage
Complete range of transfer and care products
Our products are available for demonstration and can be
arranged on site to suit you or your client.
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